We have preferred to obtain histological proof from the liver (Cases 2 and 7) and from synovium (Cases 6 and 7).
A synovial biopsy can confirm haemochromatosis as the cause of the arthropathy when iron deposition is confined to the synovial lining layer (Walker et al. 1972; Gordon et al. 1974; Bellamy 1980 ; Eulderink
1982;

Schumacher 1982).
There is an association between haemochromatosis and HLA antigens (Schattenkirchner et al. 1981 ; Askari et al. 1983; De Greve et al. 1984; Hehlmann et al. 1984) and our series shows a preponderance of A3 and B7 (see Table  II 
